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SUB J : PROPOSED BENINESE TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 

REF: A. COTONOU 439, B. COTONOU 768 

1 . ON AUGUST 31 EMBASSY RECEIVED FOREIGN OFFICE NOTE DATED 
AUGUST 1 1 AND ADDRESSED TO ALL DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN BENIN 
INFORMING THEM THAT AN AUTHORIZATION FOR TRAVEL INTO THE 
'INTERIOR" AND FOR DEPARTURE FROM THE COUNTRY WOULD BE REQUIRED 
BY ALL DIPLOMATS AND MUST BE APPLIED FOR TO THE FOREIGN MIN- 
ISTRY ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE. THIS IS THE FIRST OFFICIAL NOTICE 
THAT THE EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED OF A DECREE TO THIS EFFECT FIRST 
PUBLISHED IN THE MARCH 3 EDITION OF EHUZU, THE BENINESE 
GOVERNMENT DAILY NEWSPAPER. UNTIL NOW, THE EMBASSY HAS DISRE- 
GARDED THIS DECREE AND HAS NOT MET WITH ANY SERIOUS PROBLEMS. 

AN EMBASSY OFFICER LEAVING BENIN FOR LAGOS AND RETURNING SEPT 3 
ENCOUNTERED NO DIFFICULTY AT THE BORDER, THOUGH HE HAD NOT 
COMPLIED WITH THIS DIRECTIVE. EMBASSY OFFICERS TRAVELLING IN 
THE INTERIOR OF BENIN HAVE BEEN ASKED TO SHOW THEIR TRAVEL 
PERMITS BUT HAVE MANAGED TO TALK LOCAL OFFICIALS INTO ACCEPTING 
THEIR DIPLOMATIC IDENTITY CARDS AS A SUBSTITUTE. THIS COULD 
CHANGE AT ANY MOMENT, HOWEVER, AND EMBASSY PERSONNEL COULD FIND 
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THEMSELVES IN POTENTIALLY DIFFICULT SITUATIONS. THE EXPERIENCE 


OF SOME THIRD COUNTRY DIPLOMATS WHO HAVE APPLIED FOR PERMITS 
IS THAT THEY OFTEN ARE NOT GRANTED. EITHER DUE TO UNWILLINGNESS 
TO ALLOW TRAVEL OR BUREAUCRATIC INEFFICIENCY. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


2. FORMIN HAS ALSO NOTIFIED FRENCH EMBASSY THAT FRENCH AMB 
IS NO LONGER DEAN OF DIPLOMATIC CORPS AND THAT FUNCTION 
AND TITLE WILL HENCEFORTH FAT, I. TO AMB WITH LONGEST TENURE IN 
BENIN. THAT IS CURRENTLY THE ZAIRIAN AMB, WHO WILL SHORTLY BE 
LEAVING BENIN. NEW DEAN OF CORPS WILL THEN BE CHINESE AMB. 

4. DUE TO HIS IMMINENT DEPARTURE, ZAIRIAN AMB DOES NOT WISH TO 
TAKE UP PROBLEM WITH GPRB. NO HELP CAN BE EXPECTED FROM CHINESE 
AMBASSADOR WHEN HE TAKES OVER. CHARGE IS CONTACTING GERMAN AND 
GHANIAN CHARGES AND FRENCH, EGYPTIAN AND NIGERIAN AMBASSADORS 
IN ATTEMPT TO PROMOTE CONCERTED ACTION. WE ARE SUGGESTING THAT 
INTERESTED HEADS OF MISSIONS GO AS A GROUP TO FORMIN SOONEST 
TO PROTEST THIS DECREE. 

4. WILL ADVISE RESULTS OF VISIT. CREAGER 
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